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In today’s opinions, the Supreme Court of Georgia has upheld murder convictions and life

prison sentences for:

* Arheem DelLoach (Chatham Co.)

* Joseph Anthony Gittens (Telfair Co.)
* Aaron Jerone Howell (Whitfield Co.)

DELOACH V. THE STATE (S19A1299) and
THE STATE V. DELOACH (S19X1300)

(In case number S19A1299, the Supreme Court has
upheld Chatham County court’s order denying
DeLoach’s motion for a new trial following his
conviction for the June 2015 murder of Jamel Law.
In case number S19X1300, a cross appeal by the
State, the Supreme Court has reversed the trial
court’s order granting DelLoach a new trial for the
April 2015 murder of Rashad Biggins. The Court
has upheld DeLoach’s two consecutive life
sentences for the two murders.)

GITTENS V. THE STATE (S19A1044)
HOWELL V. THE STATE (S19A1182)

(The Supreme Court of Georgia has upheld
Howell’s conviction for the 2014 murder of Paul
Guerrant, but it has vacated his convictions for
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* LaParrish Dwayne London (DeKalb Co.)
* Sandy Mitchell, Jr. (Muscogee Co.)

* Tony Mitchell (Fulton Co.)

* Michael John Naples (Cherokee Co.)

* Sylvester Richardson (DeKalb Co.)

* Antonio DeWayne Taylor (Fulton Co.)
* Daniel Maurice Thomas (Houston Co.)
* Otheron Marcel Walker (Upson Co.)

* Lazarus Jacobe White (Spalding Co.)

aggravated assault and aggravated battery as they
should have been merged into his murder
conviction for sentencing purposes.)

LONDON V. THE STATE (S19A1637)
MITCHELL V. THE STATE (S19A1147)
MITCHELL V. THE STATE (S19A1330)
NAPLES V. THE STATE (S19A1571)

(The Supreme Court has affirmed Naples’
convictions for felony murder, child cruelty, and
other crimes for killing his girlfriend’s 17-month-
old daughter, Kaylee Johnson, either by slamming
her head against a hard object or throwing her down
the stairs. The baby girl was found unresponsive by
her mother at the bottom of the stairs. She had a
skull fracture and inoperable brain swelling which
led to her death in October 2012.)
RICHARDSON V. THE STATE (S20A0306)
TAYLOR V. THE STATE (S19A1588)
THOMAS V. THE STATE (S19A1503)
WALKER V. THE STATE (S19A1520)

(The Supreme Court has upheld Walker’s
convictions for malice murder, felony murder,
aggravated assault, and child cruelty for beating to
death his 10-month-old daughter, Daijah White, in
October 2003. The baby was covered with bruises
and lacerations, some of which were several days
old. The medical examiner found abdominal
bleeding from blows to her body, a retinal injury
from being shaken a month before, and two skull
fractures from blunt force injuries to her head.)
WHITE V. THE STATE (S19A1257)

IN LAWYER DISCIPLINARY MATTERS, the Georgia Supreme Court has disbarred the

following attorney:

* Melvin T. Johnson IN THE MATTER OF: MELVIN T. JOHNSON (S20Y0257)




