
 1 

                                                     
SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA 
 
 
 
       Atlanta     June 15, 2017 

 
 The Honorable Supreme Court met pursuant to adjournment. 
The following order was passed: 
 
 The Court having considered the 2017-1 Motion to Amend the Rules and 
Regulations for the Organization and Government of the State Bar of Georgia, it is 
ordered that Part I – Creation and Organization, Chapter 5, Rule 1-501 (License 
Fees), Rule 1-501.1 (License Fees – Late Fee), Part IV – Georgia Rules of 
Professional Conduct, Chapter 1, Rule 4-102 (Disciplinary Action; Levels of 
Discipline; Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct), Rule 5.5 (Unauthorized 
Practice of Law; Multijurisdictional Practice of Law); and Chapter 4, Rule 4-402 
(The Formal Advisory Opinion Board); be amended effective June 15, 2017, to 
read as follows: 
 

 
 PART I  

CREATION AND ORGANIZATION 
 

CHAPTER 5 
FINANCE 

 
Rule 1-501.  License Fees 
 
 (a) Annual license fees for membership in the State Bar of Georgia 
shall be due and payable on July 1 of each year. Upon the failure of a 
member to pay the license fee by September 1, the member shall cease to be 
a member in good standing. When such license fees, including any late fees, 
costs, charges or penalties incurred by the State Bar of Georgia as a result of 
a cancelled or dishonored payment of any type or kind for the current and 
prior years have been paid in full, the member shall automatically be 
reinstated to the status of member in good standing, except as provided in 
subsection (b) of this Rule. 
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 (b) In the event a member of the State Bar of Georgia is delinquent 
in the payment of any license fee, late fee, assessment, reinstatement fee, or 
cost, charge or penalty incurred by the State Bar of Georgia as a result of a 
cancelled or dishonored payment of any type or kind and of any nature for a 
period of one year, the member shall be automatically suspended, and shall 
not practice law in this state. The suspended member may thereafter lift 
such suspension only upon the successful completion of all of the following 
terms and conditions: 
 

 (1) payment of all outstanding dues, assessments, late fees, 
reinstatement fees, and any and all penalties due and owing before or 
accruing after the suspension of membership; 

 
 (2) provision to the membership section of the State Bar of 
Georgia of the following: 

 
(i) a certificate from the Office of the General 

Counsel of the State Bar of Georgia that the 
suspended member is not presently subject to any 
disciplinary procedure; 

 
(ii) a certificate from the Commission on Continuing 

Lawyer Competency that the suspended member is 
current on all requirements for continuing legal 
education; 

 
(iii) a determination of fitness from the Board to 

Determine Fitness of Bar Applicants; 
 

 (3) payment to the State Bar of Georgia of a non-waivable 
reinstatement fee as follows: 

 
(i) $150 for the first reinstatement paid within the 

first year of suspension, plus $150 for each year of 
suspension thereafter up to a total of five years; 
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(ii) $250 for the second reinstatement paid within the 
first year of suspension, plus $250 for each year of 
suspension thereafter up to a total of five years; 

 
(iii) $500 for the third reinstatement paid within the 

first year of suspension, plus $500 for each year of 
suspension thereafter up to a total of five years; or 

 
(iv) $750 for each subsequent reinstatement paid 

within the first year of suspension, plus $750 for 
each year of suspension thereafter up to a total of 
five years. 

 
The yearly increase in the reinstatement fee shall become due and 

owing in its entirety upon the first day of each next fiscal year and shall not 
be prorated for any fraction of the fiscal year in which it is actually paid. 
 

A member who has been suspended pursuant to this Rule may submit 
in writing to the Executive Committee a request for an extension of time to 
complete any of the requirements contained in subsection (b).  The request 
must state with particularity the reasons and need for the extension.  The 
Executive Committee, upon sufficient and reasonable cause, may grant such 
an extension. 
 
 (c) A member suspended under subsection (b) above for a total of 
five years in succession shall be immediately terminated as a member 
without further action on the part of the State Bar of Georgia. The 
terminated member shall not be entitled to a hearing as set out in subsection 
(d) below.  The terminated member shall be required to apply for 
membership to the Office of Bar Admissions for readmission to the State 
Bar of Georgia. Upon completion of the requirements for readmission, the 
terminated member shall be required to pay the total reinstatement fee due 
under subsection (b) (3) above plus an additional $750 as a readmission fee 
to the State Bar of Georgia. 
 
 (d) Prior to suspending a member under subsection (b) above, the 
State Bar of Georgia shall send by certified mail a notice thereof to the last 
known address of the member as contained in the official membership 
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records. It shall specify the years for which the license fee is delinquent and 
state that unless either the fee and all penalties related thereto are paid 
within 60 days or a hearing to establish reasonable cause is requested within 
60 days, the membership shall be suspended. 
 
 If a hearing is requested, it shall be held at State Bar of Georgia 
Headquarters within 90 days of receipt of the request by the Executive 
Committee. Notice of time and place of the hearing shall be mailed at least 
ten days in advance. The party cited may be represented by counsel. 
Witnesses shall be sworn; and, if requested by the party cited, a complete 
electronic record or a transcript shall be made of all proceedings and 
testimony. The expense of the record shall be paid by the party requesting it, 
and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the Executive Committee. The 
presiding member or Special Master shall have the authority to rule on all 
motions, objections, and other matters presented in connection with the 
Georgia Rules of Civil Procedure and the practice in the trial of civil cases. 
The party cited may not be required to testify over his or her objection. 
 
 The Executive Committee shall (1) make findings of fact and 
conclusions of law and shall determine whether the party cited was 
delinquent in violation of Rule 1-501; and (2) upon a finding of delinquency 
shall determine whether there was reasonable cause for the delinquency. 
Financial hardship, short of adjudicated bankruptcy, shall not constitute 
reasonable cause. A copy of the findings and the determination shall be sent 
to the party cited. If it is determined that no delinquency has occurred, the 
matter shall be dismissed. If it is determined that delinquency has occurred 
but that there was reasonable cause therefor, the matter shall be deferred for 
one year at which time the matter will be reconsidered. If it is determined 
that delinquency has occurred without reasonable cause therefor, the 
membership shall be suspended immediately upon such determination. An 
appropriate notice of suspension shall be sent to the clerks of all Georgia 
courts and shall be published in an official publication of the State Bar of 
Georgia. Alleged errors of law in the proceedings or findings of the 
Executive Committee or its delegate shall be reviewed by the Supreme 
Court of Georgia. The Executive Committee may delegate to a Special 
Master any or all of its responsibilities and authority with respect to 
suspending membership for license fee delinquency in which event the 
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Special Master shall make a report to the Committee of its findings for its 
approval or disapproval. 
 
 After a finding of delinquency, a copy of the finding shall be served 
upon the respondent attorney. The respondent attorney may file with the 
Court any written exceptions (supported by the written argument) said 
respondent may have to the findings of the Executive Committee. All such 
exceptions shall be filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Georgia 
and served on the Executive Committee by service on the General Counsel 
within 20 days of the date that the findings were served on the respondent 
attorney. Upon the filing of exceptions by the respondent attorney, the 
Executive Committee shall within 20 days of said filing file a report of its 
findings and the complete record and transcript of evidence with the Clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Georgia. The Supreme Court of Georgia may grant 
extensions of time for filing in appropriate cases. Findings of fact by the 
Executive Committee shall be conclusive if supported by any evidence. The 
Supreme Court of Georgia may grant oral argument on any exception filed 
with it upon application for such argument by the respondent attorney or the 
Executive Committee. The Supreme Court of Georgia shall promptly 
consider the report of the Executive Committee, exceptions thereto, and the 
responses filed by any party to such exceptions, if any, and enter its 
judgment.  A copy of the Supreme Court of Georgia's judgment shall be 
transmitted to the Executive Committee and to the respondent attorney by 
the Supreme Court of Georgia. 
 
 Within 30 days after a final judgment which suspends membership, 
the suspended member shall, under the supervision of the Supreme Court of 
Georgia, notify all clients of said suspended member's inability to represent 
them and of the necessity for promptly retaining new counsel, and shall take 
all actions necessary to protect the interests of said suspended member's 
clients. Should the suspended member fail to notify said clients or fail to 
protect their interests as herein required, the Supreme Court of Georgia, 
upon its motion, or upon the motion of the State Bar of Georgia, and after 
ten days notice to the suspended member and proof of failure to notify or 
protect said clients, may hold the suspended member in contempt and order 
that a member or members of the State Bar of Georgia take charge of the 
files and records of said suspended member and proceed to notify all clients 
and take such steps as seem indicated to protect their interests. Any member 
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of the State Bar of Georgia appointed by the Supreme Court of Georgia to 
take charge of the files and records of the suspended member under these 
Rules shall not be permitted to disclose any information contained in the 
files and records in his or her care without the consent of the client to whom 
such file or record relates, except as clearly necessary to carry out the order 
of the Supreme Court of Georgia. 

 
Rule 1-501.1.    License Fees – Late Fee 

 Any member who has not paid his or her license fee for the State Bar 
of Georgia on or before August 1 shall be penalized in the amount of $75, 
which will be added to the member’s outstanding license fee. Any member 
who has not paid his or her license fee on or after January 1 of each year 
shall be penalized an additional amount of $100 for a total of $175, which 
will be added to the member’s outstanding license fee. 

 
 A member may submit a request for waiver of any late fees in writing 
to the Executive Committee of the State Bar of Georgia. Upon good cause 
shown, any late fee or penalty imposed by this Rule may be waived by a 
majority vote of the Executive Committee. 
 

PART IV  
GEORGIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

 
CHAPTER 1 

GEORGIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND 
ENFORCEMENT THEREOF 

 
Rule 4-102.  Disciplinary Action; Levels of Discipline; Georgia Rules of 
Professional Conduct 

Rule 5.5. UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF LAW; MULTIJURIS-
DICTIONAL PRACTICE OF LAW  
 
 (a) A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdiction in violation of 
the regulation of the legal profession in that jurisdiction, or assist another in 
doing so. 

 
 (b) A Domestic Lawyer shall not: 
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 (1) except as authorized by these Rules or other law, 
establish an office or other systematic and continuous presence in this 
jurisdiction for the practice of law; or 

 
 (2) hold out to the public or otherwise represent that the 
Domestic Lawyer is admitted to practice law in this jurisdiction. 

 
 (c) A Domestic Lawyer, who is not disbarred or suspended from 
practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services on a temporary basis 
in this jurisdiction that: 

 
 (1) are undertaken in association with a lawyer who is 
admitted to practice in this jurisdiction and who actively participates 
in the matter; 

 
 (2) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential 
proceeding before a tribunal in this or another jurisdiction, if the 
Domestic Lawyer, or a person the Domestic Lawyer is assisting, is 
authorized by law or order to appear in such proceeding or reasonably 
expects to be so authorized; 

 
 (3) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential 
arbitration, mediation, or other alternative dispute resolution 
proceeding in this or another jurisdiction, if the services arise out of 
or are reasonably related to the Domestic Lawyer's practice in a 
jurisdiction in which the Domestic Lawyer is admitted to practice and 
are not services for which the forum requires pro hac vice admission; 
or 

 
 (4) are not within paragraphs (c) (2) or (c) (3) and arise out 
of or are reasonably related to the Domestic Lawyer's practice in a 
jurisdiction in which the Domestic Lawyer is admitted to practice. 

 
 (d) A Domestic Lawyer, who is not disbarred or suspended from 
practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services in this jurisdiction 
that: 
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 (1) are provided to the Domestic Lawyer's employer or its 
organizational affiliates and are not services for which the forum 
requires pro hac vice admission; or 

 
 (2) are services that the Domestic Lawyer is authorized to 
provide by federal law or other law of this jurisdiction. 

 
 (e) A Foreign Lawyer shall not, except as authorized by this Rule 
or other law, establish an office or other systematic and continuous presence 
in this jurisdiction for the practice of law, or hold out to the public or 
otherwise represent that the lawyer is admitted to practice law in this 
jurisdiction. Such a Foreign Lawyer does not engage in the unauthorized 
practice of law in this jurisdiction when on a temporary basis the Foreign 
Lawyer performs services in this jurisdiction that: 

 
 (1) are undertaken in association with a lawyer who is 
admitted to practice in this jurisdiction and who actively participates 
in the matter; 

 
 (2) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential 
proceeding before a tribunal held or to be held in a jurisdiction 
outside the United States if the Foreign Lawyer, or a person the 
Foreign Lawyer is assisting, is authorized by law or by order of the 
tribunal to appear in such proceeding or reasonably expects to be so 
authorized; 

 
 (3) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential 
arbitration, mediation, or other alternative dispute resolution 
proceedings held or to be held in this or another jurisdiction, if the 
services arise out of or are reasonably related to the Foreign Lawyer's 
practice in a jurisdiction in which the Foreign Lawyer is admitted to 
practice; 

 
 (4) are not within paragraphs (e) (2) or (e) (3) and 

 
(i) are performed for a client who resides or has an 

office in a jurisdiction in which the Foreign 
Lawyer is authorized to practice to the extent of 
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that authorization; or 
 

(ii) arise out of or are reasonably related to a matter 
that has a substantial connection to a jurisdiction 
in which the lawyer is authorized to practice to the 
extent of that authorization; or 

 
(iii) are governed primarily by international law or the 

law of a non-United States jurisdiction. 
 

 (f) A Foreign Lawyer, who is not disbarred or suspended from 
practice in any jurisdiction, may provide legal services in this jurisdiction 
subject to the following conditions: 

 
 (1) The services are provided to the Foreign Lawyer's 
employer or its organizational affiliates and are not services for which 
the forum requires pro hac vice admission; and 

 
 (2) The Foreign Lawyer is and remains in this country in 
lawful immigration status and complies with all relevant provisions of 
United States immigration laws. 

 
 (g) For purposes of the grants of authority found in subsections (e) 
and (f) above, the Foreign Lawyer must be a member in good standing of a 
recognized legal profession in a foreign jurisdiction, the members of which 
are admitted to practice as lawyers or counselors at law or the equivalent 
and subject to effective regulation and discipline by a duly constituted 
professional body or a public authority. 

 
 (h) A person who is not a member of the State Bar of Georgia, but 
who is allowed to practice law in Georgia on a limited basis pursuant to 
Supreme Court of Georgia Rules Part XXI, Rule 121, Provision Of Legal 
Services Following Determination Of Major Disaster, may provide legal 
services in this state to the extent allowed by said Rules. 

 
 (i) A person who is not a member of the State Bar of Georgia, but 
who is allowed to practice law in Georgia on a limited basis pursuant to 
Supreme Court of Georgia Rules Part XV, Rules 91-95, Student Practice 
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Rule, may provide legal services in this state to the extent allowed by said 
Rules. 

 
 (j) A person who is not a member of the State Bar of Georgia, but 
who is allowed to practice law in Georgia on a limited basis pursuant to 
Supreme Court of Georgia Rules Part XVI, Rules 97-103, Law School 
Graduates, may provide legal services in this state to the extent allowed by 
said Rules. 

 
 (k) A person who is not a member of the State Bar of Georgia, but 
who is allowed to practice law in Georgia on a limited basis pursuant to 
Supreme Court of Georgia Rules Part XX, Rules 114-120, Extended Public 
Service Program, may provide legal services in this state to the extent 
allowed by said Rules. 

 
 (l) Any domestic or foreign lawyer who has been admitted to the 

practice of law in Georgia pro hac vice, pursuant to the Uniform Rules of 
the various classes of courts in Georgia, shall pay all required fees and costs 
annually as set forth in those Rules. Failure to pay the annual fee by January 
15 of each year of admission pro hac vice will result in a late fee of $100 
that must be paid no later than March 1 of that year.  Failure to pay the 
annual fees may result in disciplinary action, and said lawyer may be subject 
to prosecution under the unauthorized practice of law statutes of this state. 

 
The maximum penalty for a violation of this Rule is disbarment. 
 

CHAPTER 4 
ADVISORY OPINIONS 

 

Rule 4-402.  The Formal Advisory Opinion Board 

(a) The Formal Advisory Opinion Board shall consist only of 
active members of the State Bar of Georgia who shall be appointed by the 
President of the State Bar of Georgia, with the approval of the Board of 
Governors of the State Bar of Georgia. 

 
 (b) The members of the Formal Advisory Opinion Board shall be 
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selected as follows: 
 

 (1) Five members of the State Bar of Georgia at-large; 
 

 (2) One member of the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association; 
 

 (3) One member of the Georgia Defense Lawyers 
Association; 

 
 (4) One member of the Georgia Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers; 

 
 (5) One member of the Young Lawyers Division of the State 
Bar of Georgia; 

 
 (6) One member of the Georgia District Attorneys 
Association; 

 
 (7) One member of the faculty of each American Bar 
Association Accredited Law School operating within the State of 
Georgia; 

 
 (8) One member of the Investigative Panel of the State 
Disciplinary Board;  

 
 (9) One member of the Review Panel of the State 
Disciplinary Board; and 

 
 (10) One member of the Executive Committee of the State 
Bar of Georgia. 

 
 (c) All members shall be appointed for terms of two years subject 
to the following exceptions: 
 

 (1) Any person appointed to fill a vacancy occasioned by 
resignation, death, disqualification, or disability shall serve only for 
the unexpired term of the member replaced unless reappointed; 
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 (2) The members appointed from the Investigative Panel and 
Review Panel of the State Disciplinary Board and the Executive 
Committee shall serve for a term of one year; 

 
 (3) The terms of the current members of the Formal 
Advisory Opinion Board will terminate at the Annual Meeting of the 
State Bar of Georgia following the amendment of this Rule regardless 
of the length of each member’s current term; thereafter all 
appointments will be as follows to achieve staggered, two-year terms: 

 
(i) Three of the initial Association members 

(including the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association, 
the Georgia Defense Lawyers Association, the 
Georgia Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, the Young Lawyers Division of the State 
Bar of Georgia and the Georgia District Attorneys 
Association) shall be appointed to one-year terms; 
two of the initial Association members shall be 
appointed to two-year terms. As each initial term 
expires, the successor appointee shall be appointed 
for a term of two years; 

 
(ii) Two of the initial members appointed from the 

State Bar of Georgia at-large (the “At-Large 
Members”) shall be appointed to one-year terms; 
three of the initial At-Large Members shall be 
appointed to two-year terms. As each initial term 
expires, the successor appointee shall be appointed 
for a term of two years; 

 
(iii) Two of the initial members from the American Bar 

Association Accredited Law Schools shall be 
appointed to one-year terms; two of the initial law 
school members shall be appointed to two-year 
terms. As each initial term expires, the successor 
appointee shall be appointed for a term of two 
years; 
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 (4) All members shall be eligible for immediate 
reappointment to one additional two-year term, unless the President 
of the State Bar of Georgia, with approval of the Board of Governors 
of the State Bar of Georgia, deems it appropriate to reappoint a 
member for one or more additional terms. 

 
 (d) The Formal Advisory Opinion Board shall annually elect a 
chairperson and such other officers as it may deem proper at the first 
meeting of the Formal Advisory Opinion Board after July 1 of each year. 
 
 (e) The Formal Advisory Opinion Board shall have the authority to 
prescribe its own rules of conduct and procedure. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA                                                                                        
Clerk’s Office, Atlanta 

I hereby certify that the above is a true extract from 
the minutes of the Supreme Court of Georgia 

Witness my signature and the seal of said court hereto 
affixed the day and year last above written. 
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