SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA

Atlanta  January 8, 2010

The Honorable Supreme Court met pursuant to adjournment.

The following order was passed:

It is ordered that effective January 28, 2010, Rule 1.3 of the Uniform Rules for the

Juvenile Courts, addressing certification requirements for a judicial officer be amended, as
follows:

SECTION 1. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

Rule 1.3. Certification of Judicial Officers

(a) For the purposes of this rule, judicial officers shall include judges, associate
judges and judges pro tem who are required to meet certification requirements. Each judicial
officer exercising juvenile court jurisdiction shall become certified after participation each
year in at least one seminar established by the Council of Juvenile Court Judges, in
conjunction with the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education of Georgia. Any judge pro
tempore who sits as juvenile court judge for at least thirty (30) days during a calendar year,
in order to serve in the capacity in the following calendar year, must become certified by
attending at least one seminar of the type described above. Superior court judges may meet
this requirement by attending seminars held in conjunction with the seminars for superior
court judges provided by the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education. Judicial officers
shall not exercise juvenile court jurisdiction after January 1 of each year unless their Council
certifies that annual training has been accomplished or unless the judicial officer is in the
first year of his or her initial appointment. The Council of Juvenile Court Judges shall certify
the attendance of juvenile court judicial officers; the Council of Superior Court Judges shall
certify the attendance of superior court judges who sit as juvenile court judges.
Determination of certification will be based upon the completion of the requirements for
certification set out in OCGA § 15-11-20. Each Council shall notify each judicial officer of
that class of courts of his or her status relative to certification. Failure to provide written
notification to the judicial officer shall not affect the judicial officer’s authority to exercise
jurisdiction. The period of certification shall begin on January lof the year following
completion of the requirements and shall extend through December 310f that same year. If,
on January 1 of each year, certification has not been attained by a judicial officer, the
appropriate Council of Judges may, in hardship cases only, grant an extension until the



completion of the next seminar for the judicial officer to become certified.

(b) The Council of Juvenile Court Judges shall maintain an Education/Certification
Committee whose Chair and Co-Chair shall be appointed by the President of the Council.
The Education/Certification Committee shall determine judicial certification and grant or
deny requests for an extension to meet certification requirements.

(c) The following procedure shall be followed when a judicial officer fails to meet
the training requirements for certification required by this Rule and OCGA § 15-11-20.

1. Within twenty (20) days of the last day of the Fall Judges Conference, a judicial
officer who will not meet the training requirements for annual certification shall make
application, in writing, to the Chair of the Council of Juvenile Court Judges
Education/Certification Committee. Said written application shall cite with particularity the
deficiency, including the number of training hours completed (if any) and the number of
training hours needed for certification in the applicable calendar year. Said written
application shall include a short, concise statement as to the hardship giving rise to the
applicant’s failure to complete the training requirements for certification. The application
shall also include a short, concise remedial plan for addressing the deficiency in the most
expeditious method possible. In most instances, said plan shall be to attend the next offered
Council seminar unless the circumstances provided for in OCGA § 15-11-20 (a) apply.

2. Within ten (10) days of receiving an application as referenced in Paragraph (¢) (1)
above, the Chair of the Council of Juvenile Court Judges Education/Certification Committee,
or his/her designee, shall distribute a copy of said application to each member of the
Committee.

3. Within thirty (30) days of distributing the application to Committee members, the
Chair of the Education/Certification Committee, or his/her designee, shall convene a meeting
of the Committee for the purpose of discussing and voting on the application. The decision
of the Committee as to whether the application shall be denied, approved as submitted, or
approved with modification, shall be by simple majority vote of those members present for
the meeting, so long as a quorum of Committee members is present for the meeting.

4.  Inthe discretion of the Committee Chair, or his/her designee, the meeting of the
Education/Certification Committee required in Paragraph (c) (3), above, may be: (1) in
person at such place and time as set by the Chair or his/her designee, or (2) by telephone
conference call, or (3) by electronic mail, provided, however, that the applicant may request
to personally appear before the Committee, in which case the Committee shall meet in
person.

5. Within two (2) business days after the decision of the Committee is made, the
Chair of the Committee, or his/her designee, shall mail written notification to the applicant
of the Committee’s decision. Written notification shall also be provided to the Presiding
Judge of the Juvenile Court in which the applicant sits and the Chief Superior Court Judge
of the judicial circuit in which the applicant’s court is located.

6. In the event the applicant is dissatisfied with the decision of the



Education/Certification Committee, he/she shall have the right to file a request for a review
of the decision by a committee composed of the Officers on the Executive Committee of the
Council of Juvenile Court Judges within thirty (30) days of receipt of the decision of the
Education/Certification Committee. The request shall be made to the President of the
Council of Juvenile Court Judges, and may include additional written information that may
be pertinent to the review. The Committee conducting the review shall consider the written
decision of the Education/Certification Committee and any other information included in the
request for review. The President of the Council shall notify the applicant, the Presiding
Judge of the Juvenile Court and the Chief Judge of the Superior Court of the judicial circuit
in which the applicant’s office is located of the decision following the review.
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