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GEORGIA SUPREME COURT RANKED NATION’S MOST PRODUCTIVE

Atlanta, June 12, 2008 — The Supreme Court of Georgia is the most productive high court in the
country, according to a recent study by The University of Chicago Law School. Among the 50
states’ highest courts, the Georgia Supreme Court issues 58 opinions per justice a year — more
than any other state. The median is 23 opinions per judge in Kansas, and the low is 12 written
opinions per judge in Oregon.

Other studies have sought to rank the nation’s high courts. But this one, entitled, “Which States
Have the Best (and Worst) High Courts?” measured three areas of quality — productivity,
influence and independence.

The study’s authors concluded that while no state is a clear winner in all categories, California
probably has the “best high court.” But Georgia is ranked among the top five.

Productivity is a sign of the quality of judges, the authors state. High publication rates are an
objective measure of “a high-quality judge,” and an indication that many disputes among people
are being resolved, and the public is being informed about their reasoning.

“I am proud and honored by the results of this study,” said Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears.
“After 16 years of serving on this Court, | am keenly aware of how hard my colleagues work and
of how committed each of us is to upholding justice for all Georgia citizens.”

The full study is available on line at: hitps://www.law.uchicago.edu/files/405.pdf



