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GEORGE CARLEY TO STEP DOWN JULY 2012

Atlanta, October 4, 2011 — Presiding Justice George H. Carley announced today that he will
leave the Supreme Court of Georgia on July 17, 2012, after all cases from the January term of
court have been decided.

That means that Governor Nathan Deal will have the opportunity next year to appoint a
replacement to the state’s highest court. Whoever the governor appoints will then have to run for
election in 2014.

“I am announcing this now to notify potential candidates before the election cycle gets into full
swing,” the Presiding Justice said. Carley, 73, announced earlier that he did not plan to run for
re-election.

When he steps down, Carley will leave the high court as its Chief Justice. The court voted
unanimously last month to have him serve as the leader of Georgia’s judicial system for two
months before he leaves the court. He will become the first in Georgia history to have served as
Chief Justice and Presiding Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court, as well as Chief Judge and
Presiding Judge of the Georgia Court of Appeals.

The Presiding Justice said that although he is stepping down from the state Supreme Court, he
intends to continue being involved in the legal field. “I have loved every minute I have served,”
said Carley, who has been a judge for 32 years.



